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SYSTEM FOR SIMULTANEOUSLY
IDENTIFYING MASSIVE RFID TAGS USING
HF BAND

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2012-0115966, filed on Oct. 18,
2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a passive radio-frequency
identification (RFID) system using a high-frequency (HF)
band, particularly 13.56 megahertz (MHz), and more particu-
larly, to a system and an apparatus for simultaneously iden-
tifying stacked RFID tags and massive RFID tags using an HF
band.

2. Description of the Related Art

A passive radio-frequency identification (RFID) system
using a high frequency band, particularly 13.56 MHz,
includes a tag having object information and a reader.

The tag of the passive RFID system using the HF band
receives a carrier wave from the reader via magnetic coupling
in a radio environment.

The tag is powered through the received carrier wave and
communicates with the reader via load modulation.

Applications of RFID continue to expand from pellet or
box level identification to individual item level identification.
Recently, ISO/IEC 18000-3 Mode 3 (hereinafter, defined as
an HF Gen2 international standard), in which an ultrahigh
frequency (UHF) high-performance Gen2 protocol standard
is applied to an HF band suitable for metal and liquids, has
established.

A conventional amplitude-shift keying (ASK) HF interna-
tional standard mainly performs one-to-one reader-tag com-
munications. Thus, application of a conventional RFID sys-
tem is limited to, for example, identification of a small
number of tags.

In addition, the conventional technology involves a slow
identification speed and limitations in tag identification per-
formance due to an envelope detection method. Thus, in order
to overcome theses technical problems, the present invention
discloses an HF RFID apparatus and method for simulta-
neously identifying a plurality of stacked tags at a high speed
in accordance with the recent HF Gen2 international stan-
dard.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention provides an apparatus
for simultaneously identifying a plurality of HF tags that
adopts configurations for on/off control of a carrier wave,
control of a transmission output level and control of opera-
tions of a wait mode and a sleep mode, and employs a sub-
carrier digital demodulation unit in order to overcome the
problems of the conventional technology. Accordingly, the
present invention provides an apparatus and method capable
of'simultaneously identifying a plurality of stacked HF tags at
a high speed.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a tag of an
apparatus for simultaneously identifying massive HF tags
may include an analog circuit unit to communicate with a
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reader through an analog signal and to receive energy via
magnetic coupling with the reader.

The tag may include a digital circuit unit to be supplied
with power from the analog circuit unit.

The digital circuit unit may support a sleep mode for the tag
to stand by in a low power state after transmitting an identifier
(ID) to the reader and a wait mode for controlling random
access to the reader.

The analog circuit unit may include a transmission unit to
receive an input of an encoded signal from the digital circuit
unit and to transmit the encoded signal to the reader via
amplitude-shift keying (ASK) modulation using load modu-
lation.

The analog circuit unit may include a rectifier and power
supply unit to receive a carrier wave transmitted from the
reader and to generate own power.

The analog circuit unit may include an initialization unit to
initialize an internal operation of the tag in the wait mode of
the tag.

The analog circuit unit may include a reception unit to
receive a command transmitted from the reader and to con-
duct ASK demodulation.

The digital circuit unit may include an encoder to encode a
reply message to a reader command.

The digital circuit unit may include a decoder to receive an
input of the reader command from the analog circuit unit and
to extract information.

The digital circuit unit may include a protocol processing
unit to process inventory and access protocols.

The digital circuit unit may include a tag state controller to
control the wait mode and the sleep mode to process the
inventory and access protocols.

The tag state controller may include a wait mode controller
to control an operation in the wait mode and a sleep mode
controller to control an operation in the sleep mode.

The tag state controller may include a tag state transition
unit to perform the inventory and access protocols in accor-
dance with the HF Gen?2 international standard.

The digital circuit unit may a memory to store the ID.

The sleep mode controller may control the tag to transition
to the sleep mode when a reader command needed for the
inventory protocol is received in an acknowledged mode.

The wait mode controller may control the tag in the sleep
mode to transition to the wait mode using a carrier wave.

The sleep mode controller may block supply of power and
a clock to all blocks, excluding the rectifier and power source
unit and the initialization unit, in the sleep mode.

The wait mode controller may initialize all operations of
the tag using a reset signal in the wait mode.

The wait mode controller may control a first random access
mode and a second random access mode using an internal
parameter and a preset waiting time.

The internal parameter and the preset waiting time may be
changed using a reserved reader command.

The wait mode controller may generate a random sequence
based on the internal parameter in the first random access
mode.

The wait mode controller may select any one random value
from the generated random sequence and control the tag to
transition to a ready mode after discounting the random value
to 0.

The wait mode controller may randomly select one of 0 and
1 with the internal parameter fixed to 1 in the second random
access mode.
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The wait mode controller may control the tag to transition
to a ready mode when 0 is selected as the internal parameter,
and reselect one of 0 and 1 after a wait for the preset waiting
time when 1 is selected.

The tag in the ready mode may control a tag state so as to
transition to the wait mode when the reader command is not
received for the preset waiting time or when the reader com-
mand is not received even after a plurality of rounds.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a reader of
anapparatus for simultaneously identifying massive tags may
include an analog circuit unit to adjust a transmission output
level and to transmit a reader command in an analog form via
amplitude-shift keying (ASK) modulation.

The reader may include an analog-to-digital converter
(ADC) to receive the modulated tag signal and to convert the
tag signal into a digital signal.

The reader may include a digital circuit unit to receive the
digital tag signal.

The digital circuit unit may receive and demodulate the tag
signal and control a carrier operation.

The digital circuit unit may include an encoder to encode
and transmit the reader command to the analog circuit unit.

The digital circuit unit may include a subcarrier digital
demodulator to receive an input of the tag signal received
from the ADC to remove a subcarrier.

The digital circuit unit may include a decoder to receive an
input of a basis signal with the subcarrier removed to extract
tag information.

The digital circuit unit may include a protocol processing
unit to process inventory and access protocols.

The digital circuit unit may include a transmission output
level controller to control a transmission output level of a
power amplifier of the analog circuit unit to switch between at
least two transmission output levels.

The digital circuit unit may include a carrier transmission
controller to control an operation of a carrier output from a
transmission unit of the analog circuit unit.

The subcarrier digital demodulator may include a decima-
tion filter to receive an input of the received tag signal and
filter the tag signal.

The subcarrier digital demodulator may include a Miller
subcarrier digital demodulator and a Manchester subcarrier
digital demodulator to remove a subcarrier from the filtered
tag signal.

The subcarrier digital demodulator may include a multi-
plexer (Mux) to select one of the Miller subcarrier digital
demodulator and the Manchester subcarrier digital demodu-
lator.

The Miller subcarrier digital demodulator may include a
peak signal generator to generate a peak signal from the tag
signal.

The Miller subcarrier digital demodulator may include a
peak extractor to extract a peak from the peak signal.

The Miller subcarrier digital demodulator may include a
basis signal generator to generate the basis signal with the
subcarrier removed from the extracted peak signal.

The transmission output level controller may output a con-
trol signal of the power amplifier of the analog circuit unit to
adjust the transmission output level.

The transmission output level controller may control the
transmission output level, iteratively alternately switching
from a maximum level to a minimum level, and back to the
maximum level in each round of a phase.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an opera-
tion method of a tag in a system for simultaneously identify-
ing massive RFID tags using an HF band may include receiv-
ing a carrier wave from a reader and waiting in a ready mode.
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The operation method may include transitioning to an arbi-
trate mode and selecting one of a plurality of slots set by the
reader when a BeginRound command is received in the ready
mode.

The operation method may include transitioning to a reply
mode simultaneously with transmitting a stored Cyclic
Redundancy Checking (CRC) packet using the selected slot.

An internal parameter and a preset waiting time of the
ready mode may be determined on a reader command
received from the reader.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an opera-
tion method of a reader in a system for simultaneously iden-
tifying massive RFID tags using an HF band may include
amplitude-shift keying (ASK) demodulating a received tag
signal.

The operation method may include converting an analog
signal into a digital signal for digital demodulation of the tag
signal.

The operation method may include demodulating a sub-
carrier of the tag signal converted into the digital signal.

The operation method may include decoding the demodu-
lated tag signal to extract information.

In the operation method, massive tag identification perfor-
mance is improved by the ASK demodulating into the analog
signal and the demodulating of the subcarrier into the digital
signal.

The demodulating of the subcarrier of the converted tag
signal may include Miller subcarrier digital demodulation.

The miller subcarrier digital demodulation may include
generating a peak signal from the tag signal.

The miller subcarrier digital demodulation may include
extracting position information on the peak signal.

The miller subcarrier digital demodulation may include
generating a basis signal using the position information on the
peak signal.

The operation method may further include transmitting a
reader command to a tag.

The reader command may include an R setting field to set
an internal parameter for controlling a random access mode
of'the tag.

The reader command may include a Twait setting field to
set a preset waiting time for transition to a ready mode based
on the internal parameter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects, features, and advantages of the
invention will become apparent and more readily appreciated
from the following description of exemplary embodiments,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings of
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a structure of a high-frequency (HF)
system according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a structure of a tag according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is adiagram illustrating a state of the tag operated by
a tag state controller to conduct communications with a
reader;

FIG. 4 illustrates the a random access mode for transition
from a wait mode to a ready mode;

FIG. 5 illustrates a second random access mode for transi-
tion from the wait mode to the ready mode;

FIG. 6 illustrates a structure of a reader for identifying
massive HF tags according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;
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FIG. 7 illustrates a configuration of a subcarrier digital
demodulator according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates a structure of a Miller subcarrier digital
demodulator according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates two types of data for generating a peak
signal;

FIG. 10 illustrates an algorithm for extracting a peak posi-
tion from an output peak signal according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 illustrates operations of a carrier transmission con-
troller and a transmission output level controller according to
an inventory protocol procedure;

FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of a WaitSet reader
command;

FIG. 13 illustrates a process of generating a peak signal
using a peak signal generator when tag signal intensity is
higher than a preset level; and

FIG. 14 illustrates a process of generating a peak signal
using a peak signal generator when tag signal intensity is
lower than a preset level.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like ref-
erence numerals refer to the like elements throughout. Exem-
plary embodiments are described below to explain the present
invention by referring to the figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates a structure of a high-frequency (HF)
system according to the present invention.

The system for simultaneously identifying massive radio-
frequency identification (RFID) tags using an HF band
according to the present invention may include one reader
110 and a plurality of HF tags 140. Reader-tag communica-
tions are realized by magnetic coupling 120. The reader 110
may identify the plurality of tags 140 located within an iden-
tification area 130 to stack the tags and simultaneously iden-
tify the tags at a high speed via magnetic coupling 120.

The tags 140 may support a sleep mode in which the tags
140 stand by in a low power state and a wait mode for con-
trolling random access to the reader. That is, operation states
of the tags 140 include the sleep mode and the wait mode.

FIG. 2 illustrates a structure of a tag according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

As shownin FIG. 2, the HF tag 140 according to the present
embodiment may generally include an analog circuit unit 210
and a digital circuit unit 220.

The analog circuit unit 210 of the tag 140 may receive an
input of an encoded signal from the digital circuit unit 220.
Further, the analog circuit unit 210 may communicate with a
reader through an analog signal and receive energy via mag-
netic coupling with the reader.

The digital circuit unit 220 may support a sleep mode for
the tag 140 to stand by in a low power state after transmitting
an identifier (ID) to the reader and a wait mode for controlling
random access to the reader.

The analog circuit unit 210 may include a transmission unit
211, a rectifier and power supply unit 212, an initialization
unit 213, and a reception unit 214.

The transmission unit 211 may conduct amplitude-shift
keying (ASK) modulation of the input signal using load
modulation and transmit the signal to the reader.
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The rectifier and power supply unit 212 may receive a
carrier wave transmitted from the reader and generate own
power.

The initialization unit 213 may generate a reset signal and
initialize an internal operation of the tag.

The reception unit 214 may receive a command transmitted
from the reader to conduct ASK demodulation.

The digital circuit unit 220 of the tag 140 may be supplied
with power from the analog circuit unit 210.

The digital circuit unit 220 of the tag 140 may include an
encoder 221, a decoder 222, a protocol processing unit 223, a
tag state controller 224, and a memory 225.

The encoder 221 may encode a reply message correspond-
ing to a reader command and transmit the reply message to the
transmission unit 211 of the analog circuit unit 210.

The decoder 222 may receive a reader command from the
reception unit 214 of the analog circuit unit 210 to extract tag
information.

The protocol processing unit 223 may process inventory
and access protocols in accordance with an HF Gen 2 inter-
national standard. The inventory protocol is a reader-tag com-
munication protocol which includes reader commands of
Select, BeginRound, NextSlot, or the like for the reader to
obtain a tag ID and tag responses to the reader commands
including the tag ID. Meanwhile, the access protocol is a
reader-tag communication protocol for the reader to read or
write a user desired data in a user memory of the tag.

The tag state controller 224 may include a wait mode
controller 224a and a sleep mode controller 2245 to perform
massive identification and a tag state transition unit 224¢ to
perform the inventory and access protocols in accordance
with the HF Gen 2 international standard.

The memory 225 may store the ID of the tag.

Hereinafter, operations of components of the HF tag for
massive identification will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the tag state controller 224 including the wait mode
controller 224aq, the sleep mode controller 2245, and the tag
state transition unit 224¢ of FIG. 2.

FIG. 3 is adiagram illustrating a state of the tag operated by
the tag state controller 224 to conduct communications with
the reader.

A ready mode 310, an arbitrate mode 320, a reply mode
330, and an acknowledged mode 340 of FIG. 3 confirm to the
HF Gen2 international standard.

The aforementioned modes may be basic state modes that
the tag conduct so as to transmit the ID of the tag to the reader
in the inventory protocol with the reader.

That is, according to the conventional HF Gen2 interna-
tional standard, the tag may receive a carrier wave from the
reader to generate own power and stand by in the ready mode
310. When BeginRound among the reader commands to con-
duct the inventory protocol with the reader is received in the
ready mode 310, the tag may transition to the arbitrate mode
320.

In the arbitrate mode 320, the tag may select one of a
plurality of slots set by the reader. The tag may transition to
the reply mode 330 simultaneously with transmitting a stored
Cyclic Redundancy Checking (CRC) packet to the reader
using the selected slot.

When an Acknowledged reader command including
Stored CRC the same as Stored CRC transmitted in the pre-
vious arbitrate mode 320 is received in the reply mode 330,
the tag transmits the ID of the tag to the reader and transitions
to the acknowledged mode 340 at the same time. Ifthe tag in
the reply mode 330 receives an Acknowledged reader com-
mand including Stored CRC which is different from Stored
CRC transmitted in the previous arbitrate mode 320 or does



US 9,256,771 B2

7

not receive an Acknowledged reader command, the tag tran-
sitions to the arbitrate mode 320 and waits for a next round.

Meanwhile, when the reader sends a NextSlot command to
communicate with another tag in a next slot, the tag in the
acknowledged mode 340 may transition back to the ready
mode 310 and wait. The reader may obtain IDs of tags by
repeating such a series of processes.

Here, a round may include a time period for which the
BeginRound reader command is transmitted and be formed of
time periods for a series of reader commands needed to obtain
tag IDs and tag responses to the commands.

In one exemplary embodiment, identification of massive
tags may be achieved in an HF band through the wait mode
350 and the sleep mode 360. Unlike in a far-field UHF RFID
system radiating electromagnetic waves, a plurality of tags
may be concentrated in an identification are in a near-field HF
system communicating via magnetic coupling.

Thus, atag signal intensity may be remarkably reduced due
to inter-tag magnetic coupling interference in a radio-wave
environment. Moreover, generation of current by an magnetic
field through an antenna may be interrupted, so that other tags
may not generate own power.

To overcome the foregoing problems and to simulta-
neously identify a plurality of tags concentrated in a near field
enabling communication via magnetic coupling, a tag may
conform to an anti-collision protocol on software. Further, the
tag may operate with low power on hardware and minimize
inter-tag magnetic coupling interference in the radio-wave
environment.

According to a conventional technology, when a tag
receives other reader commands than the acknowledged
reader command after transmitting its own ID to the reader,
the tag may transition to the ready mode 310. However, in the
present invention, as shown in FIG. 3, the tag may transition
from the acknowledged mode 340 to the sleep mode 360.

In the present invention, when the tag transitions to the
sleep mode 360, the sleep mode controller 2245 of FIG. 2 may
generate control signals to block supply of power and a clock
to all blocks, excluding the rectifier and power unit 212 and
the initialization unit 213.

The tag may transmit the own ID to the reader and stand by
with low power using the generated control signals.

Meanwhile, the reader may communicate again with tags
standing by in the sleep mode 360. When the reader switches
off a carrier wave and switches on again, the tag may transi-
tion from the sleep mode 360 to the wait mode 350. Here,
when the tag transitions to the wait mode 350, the initializa-
tion unit of FIG. 2 may generate a reset signal to initialize all
operations of the tag.

The wait mode controller 224a of FIG. 2 may operate with
low power in the wait mode 350.

The wait mode controller 2244 serves to get random access
to participation in the inventory with the reader so as to
minimize inter-tag magnetic coupling interference in the
radio-wave environment as described above. That is, in order
to transition from the wait mode 350 to the ready mode 310,
the tag may operate in a first random access mode 400 and a
second random access mode 500. The first random access
mode 400 and the second random access mode 500 will be
described in detail in FIGS. 4 and 5.

As shown in FIG. 3, the tag state controller 224 may control
the tag to transition back to the wait mode 350 when reader
commands including Select, BeginRound, and NextSlot
needed for the inventory protocol are not received for a preset
period of time t_ready in the ready mode 310. Meanwhile,
before performing a normal round including the foregoing
reader commands, a random access mode, an internal param-
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eter R, and a preset waiting time Twait may be defined in
advance in the ready mode 310. The random access mode, the
internal parameter R, and the preset waiting time Twait may
be changed using separately reserved reader commands.

As shown in FIG. 3, the tag state controller 224 may control
the tag to transition to the wait mode 350 when the tag in the
reply mode 330 does notreceive a valid Acknowledged reader
command even after a plurality of rounds. That is, when the
tag does not receive a valid Acknowledged reader command
in each round, the tag state controller 224 may increase and
store an error count. When the stored error count is a preset
ErrCnt or more, tag state controller 224 may control the tag to
transition to the wait mode 350 to minimize inter-tag inter-
ference.

FIG. 4 illustrates the first random access mode 400 for
transition from the wait mode 350 to the ready mode 310.

The internal parameter R and the preset waiting time Twait
may be set through a WaitSet reader command in the wait
mode.

The tag may randomly transition to the ready mode 310 at
a different delay time using the internal parameter R in opera-
tion 410. That is, the wait mode controller 224a may generate
a sequence of random values ranging from 0 to (2%-1)
depending on the internal parameter R. The wait mode con-
troller 224a may select one value S from the sequence of
random values ranging from 0 to (2%-1) in operation 420.

The tag may wait by the selected value S in the wait mode
in operation 430. That is, the wait mode controller 224a waits
until the selected value S is discounted to 0. If O is selected for
the random value S in a first try, the tag may transition imme-
diately to the ready mode 310. When the selected value S is
not 0, the wait mode controller 224a waits for the preset
waiting time Twait (msec) and then reduce the selected value
Shbyl.

When the selected value S becomes 0 by repeating this
process, the wait mode controller 224a may control the tag to
transition from the wait mode to the ready mode. Here, when
the tag transitions to the ready mode as the value S is 0, the
wait mode controller 224a may provide power and a clock to
all blocks in the tag. Thus, the wait mode controller 224a may
output relevant control signals to conduct normal inventory
communications with the reader.

Meanwhile, the internal parameter R and the preset waiting
time Twait may function as predefined initial values. Further,
the internal parameter R and the preset waiting time Twait
may be changed using reserved reader commands defined in
the HF Gen?2 international standard in conducting communi-
cations with the reader in the ready mode.

In one exemplary embodiment, the tag in the acknowl-
edged mode 340 may transition to the sleep mode 360 in
which the tag waits in a low power state, instead of transition
to the ready mode 310. Further, the tag in the sleep mode 360
may not immediately transition to the ready mode 310 but
pass through the wait mode 350 and conduct communications
with the reader for random delay time, thereby minimizing
inter-tag magnetic coupling interference in the radio-wave
environment.

FIG. 5 illustrates the second random access mode 500 for
transition from the wait mode 350 to the ready mode 310.

The aforementioned first random access mode 400 is use-
ful for a case where a plurality of tags is present in the reader
identification area, while the second random access mode 500
may be used when a relatively small number of tags are
present.

In the wait mode 350, an internal parameter R and a preset
waiting time Twait may be set. In the second random access
mode 500, the internal parameter R may be fixed to 1 in
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operation 510. That is, while fixing the internal parameter R
to 1, the wait mode controller 224a may select either O or 1 as
a random sequence value S in operation 520.

When the random sequence value S is 0, the tag may
transition directly to the ready mode in operation 530. When
the random sequence value S is 1, the tag waits for the preset
waiting time Twait (msec) and selects one of 0 and 1 in
operation 540.

Only the tag that selects 0 by repeating such a process
transitions to the ready mode, thereby minimizing inter-tag
magnetic coupling interference in the radio-wave environ-
ment. Here, the tag having transitioned to the ready mode may
receive a reader command, such as Select and BeginRound,
as described in the conventional HF Gen?2 standard, and par-
ticipate in each round to conduct inventory communications
with the reader.

Meanwhile, the foregoing random access modes from the
wait mode to the ready mode may operate as a predefined
initial mode. One of the two random access modes may be
selected or changed using a reserved reader command defined
in the HF Gen 2 international standard in conducting com-
munications with the reader in the ready mode.

FIG. 6 illustrates a structure of a reader 600 for identifying
massive HF tags according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

The reader 600 may include an analog circuit unit 610, an
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 620 to convert an analog
signal to a digital signal, and a digital circuit unit 630.

The analog circuit unit 610 may receive a tag signal, con-
duct ASK modulation of a reader command and transmit the
command in an analog form.

The ADC 620 may receive the tag signal in the analog form
and convert the tag signal into a digital signal.

The digital circuit 630 may adjust a plurality of transmis-
sion output levels and perform simultaneous identification of
massive RFID tags.

The analog circuit unit 610 of the reader 600 may include
a transmission unit 611 and a reception unit 612.

The transmission unit 611 may include a power amplifier
611a to adjust a transmission output level and an ASK modu-
lator 6115 to conduct ASK modulation of the reader com-
mand.

The reception unit 612 may receive a tag signal and con-
duct ASK demodulation to remove a carrier of the tag signal
through an ASK demodulator.

The ADC 620 ofthe reader 600 may receive the analog tag
signal with the carrier removed through ASK demodulation,
convert the analog tag signal into a digital signal, and output
the digital signal to the digital circuit unit 630.

The digital circuit unit 630 of the reader 600 may include
an encoder 631, a subcarrier digital demodulator 632, a
decoder 633, a protocol processing unit 634, a carrier trans-
mission controller 635, and a transmission output level con-
troller 636.

The encoder 631 may encode and transmit the reader com-
mand to the analog circuit unit 610.

The subcarrier digital demodulator 632 may receive an
input of the tag signal with the carrier removed in the ADC
620 through ASK demodulation. The tag signal may be used
to generate Miller and Manchester basis signals defined in the
HF Gen2 standard by removing a subcarrier from Miller and
Manchester subcarrier signals.

The decoder 633 may receive an input of the subcarrier-
removed basis signals to extract tag information.

The protocol processing unit 634 may process an anti-
collision algorithm and inventory/access protocols specified
in the HF Gen?2 standard.
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The carrier transmission controller 635 may control
ON/OFF operations of a carrier wave output from the trans-
mission unit 611 of the analog circuit unit 610.

The transmission output level controller 636 may control a
transmission output level of the power amplifier 611a of the
analog circuit unit 610.

Hereinafter, operations of the components of the reader
600 for identifying the massive HF tags according to the
present embodiment will be described in detail with reference
to FIG. 6.

As described above, in the near-field HF band to conduct
communication via magnetic coupling, a plurality of tags
may be concentrated. Thus, the tag signal may involve undes-
ired noises and the intensity thereof may be remarkably
reduced due to inter-tag magnetic coupling interference in the
radio-wave environment. Moreover, when the received tag
information is demodulated in the reader including both the
transmission unit and the reception unit, demodulation per-
formance may be considerably deteriorated by DC-offset
noises, thus causing decrease in massive tag identification
performance.

Conventional ASK-mode HF RFID reader technology per-
forms ASK demodulation and decoding via simple envelope
detection. However, the reader reception method for massive
tag identification according to the present invention may
include an ASK demodulator 612a to remove a carrier, the
subcarrier digital demodulator 632 to remove a sub-carrier
via the ADC 620, and the decoder 633 to decode a subcarrier
removed basis signal to extract information and transmit the
signal to the protocol processing unit 634.

Further, the subcarrier digital demodulator 632 may gen-
erate a peak signal using a matching filter and remove DC-
offset noises included in a tag reception signal as well.

FIG. 7 illustrates a configuration of the subcarrier digital
demodulator 632 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

The subcarrier digital demodulator 632 may include a deci-
mation filter 710, a Miller subcarrier digital demodulator 720,
a Manchester subcarrier digital demodulator 730, and a mul-
tiplexer (Mux) 740.

The decimation filter 710 may receive an input of a tag
signal received from the ADC 620. The input tag signal may
be subjected to filtering, limiting a band depending on sub-
carrier frequencies of 424 KHz and 848 KHz.

The Miller subcarrier digital demodulator 720 and the
Manchester subcarrier digital demodulator 730 may receive
an input of the tag signal from the decimation filter 710 and
remove a subcarrier. Accordingly, Miller and Manchester
basis signals defined in the HF Gen2 standard may be gener-
ated from Miller and Manchester subcarrier signals.

The Mux 740 may select one ofthe Miller subcarrier digital
demodulator 720 and the Manchester subcarrier digital
demodulator 730.

FIG. 8 illustrates a structure of the Miller subcarrier digital
demodulator 720 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

The Miller subcarrier digital demodulator 720 may include
apeak signal generator 810, a peak extractor 820, and a basis
signal generator 830.

The peak signal generator 810 may generate a peak signal
1320 from a tag signal 1310 output from the ADC 620. A
process of generating the peak signal using the peak signal
generator 810 will be illustrated with reference to FIGS. 13
and 14.

The peak signal generator 810 may generate the peak sig-
nal 1320 using matching filters corresponding to data Data-0
and Data-1 shown in FIG. 9. The peak signal generator 810
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may select one of two forms 910 and 920 of FIG. 9. According
to the present embodiment, the output peak signal 1320 is
generated in points 1330 where phase inversion occurs in the
tag signal.

The peak extractor 820 may extract peak positions 1340 of
the peak signal 1320 generated by the peak signal generator
810. An operation algorithm of the peak extractor 820 will be
described in detail in FIG. 10.

The basis signal generator 830 may generate a subcarrier-
removed basis signal 1350 using peak information extracted
by the peak extractor 820. According to the structure of the
reader of the present invention, the basis signal generator 830
may generate the peak signal using the matching filters to
remove DC-offset noises 1410. Moreover, the reader may
successively demodulate a tag signal with intensity remark-
ably reduced due to inter-tag magnetic coupling interference
in the radio-wave environment.

FIG. 10 illustrates an algorithm for extracting the peak
positions 1340 from the output peak signal 1320 according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

The peak positions 1340 may be extracted by the peak
extractor 820. In the present invention, the peak positions
1340 may be extracted by a method of detecting a point where
a slope of the peak signal 1320 changes from positive to
negative. However, alternative methods may be also used.

The algorithm for extracting the peak positions 1340 may
detect the peak positions 1340 at x(n) points of the received
peak signal 1320. The algorithm may compare a current value
and a previous value of the peak signal 1320, thereby detect-
ing a peak point. Meanwhile, the algorithm for detecting the
peak positions 1340 may extract a peak position n when a
peak occurrence condition, i.e., a point where the slope
changes from positive to negative, is satisfied using dx_high
and dx_low. dx_high=x(n+dn)-x(n) in operation 1010 and
dx_low=x(n)-x(n-dn) in operation 1020.

Here, dn=1, 2, 3, . . . , wherein dn=1 means a preceding
sample value and dn=2 means a sample value of a sample that
is two samples before a current sample. When dx_high<=0
and dx_low>0 are satisfied in operation 1030, a peak position
may be extracted in operation 1040. If these two conditions
are not satisfied, a process of comparing the current value and
the preceding value may be repeated.

Meanwhile, even though the peak signal includes a local
peak noise signal, the dn value is set to a sample value higher
than 1, thereby avoiding local peak noises.

FIG. 11 illustrates operations of the carrier transmission
controller 635 and the transmission output level controller
636 according to an inventory protocol procedure.

In order that the reader identifies a plurality of tags with the
wait mode and the sleep mode added in tag-reader inventory
communications, the carrier transmission controller 635 and
the transmission output level controller 636 may operate
according to the inventory protocol procedure.

As shown in FIG. 11, a tag-reader inventory protocol pro-
cedure for the reader to obtain a tag ID may include a plurality
of'phases, such as Phase 1 1110 and Phase 2 1120. Each phase
may include a plurality of rounds, such as Round 1, Round 2
and Round 3.

Each round may include a time period for which the Select
or BeginRound command is transmitted to obtain a tag ID, as
specified in the HF Gen2 standard, and be formed of time
periods for a series of reader commands, such as NextSlot,
and tag responses.

In the present invention, tags may participate in an initial
round in random delay time. In the round, the tags may
transmit own 1Dy to the reader via exchanges of a series of
commands and responses with the reader and transition to the
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sleep mode. Thus, interference affecting other tags operating
in the same or different round may be minimized Further, a
relevant control signal may be transmitted to the power ampli-
fier 611a of the analog circuit unit 610 so as to adjust at least
two transmission output levels using a control signal to adjust
a transmission output level output in each round.

Meanwhile, when there is no more response after perform-
ing a plurality of rounds of FIG. 11, the reader may switch off
a carrier wave being on and then switch on again. When the
carrier wave is switched on, all tags in the sleep mode may be
woken up and transition to the wait mode based on tag state
transition of FIG. 3. Subsequently, the reader may communi-
cate again with the tags in a new phase in the random delay
time.

Meanwhile, the transmission output level controller 636
may output a control signal to adjust at least two transmission
output levels to the power amplifier 611a of the analog circuit
unit 610.

Thus, the power amplifier 611a may adjust at least two
transmission output levels according to the control signal.

FIG. 11 illustrates that a transmission output level switches
between two transmission output levels Min. PW 1160 and
Max. PW 1170. Here, MM. PW 1160 means a minimum level
in a transmission output level range of the reader and Max.
PW 1170 means a maximum level. That is, the transmission
output level controller 636 controls the transmission output
level, iteratively alternately switching from the maximum
level to the minimum level, and back to the maximum level in
each round, as shown in FIG. 11.

Although the output level operation of FIG. 11 according to
the present embodiment switches between two minimum and
maximum transmission output levels, a plurality of transmis-
sion output levels more than two may be set for a switching
operation depending on environments and purposes.

When a plurality of tags is concentrated or stacked in
near-field communications using magnetic coupling, over-
coupling with a tag relatively adjacent to a reader antenna
may occur. A switching operation using two or more trans-
mission output levels in each round may adjust an output
power, while switching to a relatively low output level. Thus,
coupling with the tag relatively adjacent to the reader antenna
may be readily overcome.

In reader-tag communications, the carrier transmission
controller 635 may switch on and off a carrier wave in each
phase. On the other hand, the transmission output level con-
troller 636 may switch transmission output between two or
more output levels in each round of a phase.

FIG. 12 illustrates a configuration of a WaitSet reader
command.

In the initial round of each phase, for example, Round 1 of
FIG. 11, a tag in the ready mode may receive the WaitSet
reader command of FIG. 12. When the WaitSet reader com-
mand is received, the tag may select one of the two random
access modes for transition from the wait mode to the ready
mode. The internal parameter R and the preset waiting time
Twait of the wait mode controller 224a relevant to the
selected mode may be changed. Here, to select the second
random access mode, R may be fixed to 1 since the second
random access mode selects one of 0 and 1 as a random
sequence value S.

The WaitSet reader command of FIG. 12 may include a
preamble 1210 and a command code 1220 in accordance with
areserved command format defined in the HF Gen?2 standard.
Further, the WaitSet reader command may include a random
access mode selection field 1230, an internal parameter R
setting field 1240, and a preset waiting time Twait setting field
1250.
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The preamble 1210 may include a frame-sync or a pre-
amble form defined in the HF Gen2 standard.

The command code 1220 may use one of reserved com-
mand codes defined in the HF Gen2 standard. Further,
although the WaitSet reader command of FIG. 12 according
to the present embodiment does not include a CRC field, the
CRC field defined in the HF Gen2 standard may be further
added.

The reader may set up the internal parameter R and the
preset waiting time Twait through the internal parameter R
setting field 1240 and the preset waiting time Twait setting
field 1250. The tag may select the random sequence value S
based on the internal parameter R and the preset waiting time
Twait and determine a random access mode.

Hereinafter, operations of selecting a random access mode
and changing a tag internal parameter R and a preset waiting
time Twait for massive identification according to the present
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 3,11 and 12.

When the reader switches on the carrier wave, the tags may
wait for t_ready time in the ready mode. The tags may wait for
the BeginRound reader command to report start of'a round or
other reader commands relevant to an inventory in the waiting
time. Further, the tags may wait for the WaitSet reader com-
mand to select the random access mode and to change the
internal parameter R and the preset waiting time Twait.

As shown in FIG. 3, when the reader commands needed for
the round are not received for the t_ready time, the tags may
transition back to the wait mode. When the tags in the ready
mode receive the WaitSet reader command within the t_ready
time, the wait mode controller 2244 of FIG. 2 may change the
random access mode, the internal parameter R and the preset
waiting time Twait to values set in the WaitSet reader com-
mand.

When the reader commands needed for the round are not
received for the t_ready time, the tags may transition back to
the wait mode. Here, the tag having transitioned to the wait
mode may transition to the ready mode after a random delay
time using a new random access mode, a new internal param-
eter R, a new preset waiting time Twait.

Thus, the reader may provide the carrier wave and itera-
tively transmit the WaitSet reader command for a longer time
than the t_ready time before conducting communications
with the tags in the initial round. Then, the tags may transition
alternately to the wait mode and the ready mode, instead of
performing inventory communications with the reader based
on a state of FIG. 3 by responding using internally predefined
initial values.

Further, the tags may change the internal parameter R and
the preset waiting time Twait to new user-desired values
before inventory communications with the reader and enable
inventory communications with the reader. Subsequently, the
reader may transmit the reader commands needed for the
round to the tags, thereby obtaining tag IDs.

The units described herein may be implemented using
hardware components, software components, or a combina-
tion thereof. For example, a processing device may be imple-
mented using one or more general-purpose or special purpose
computers, such as, for example, a processor, a controller and
an arithmetic logic unit, a digital signal processor, a micro-
computer, a field programmable array, a programmable logic
unit, a microprocessor or any other device capable of
responding to and executing instructions in a defined manner.
The processing device may run an operating system (OS) and
one or more software applications that run on the OS. The
processing device also may access, store, manipulate, to pro-
cess, and create data in response to execution of the software.
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For purpose of simplicity, the description of a processing
device is used as singular; however, one skilled in the art will
appreciated that a processing device may include multiple
processing elements and multiple types of processing ele-
ments. For example, a processing device may include mul-
tiple processors or a processor and a controller. In addition,
different processing configurations are possible, such as par-
allel processors.

The software may include a computer program, a piece of
code, an instruction, or some combination thereof, for inde-
pendently or collectively instructing or configuring the pro-
cessing device to operate as desired. Software and data may
be embodied permanently or temporarily in any type of
machine, component, physical or virtual equipment, com-
puter storage medium or device, or in a propagated signal
wave capable of providing instructions or data to or being
interpreted by the processing device. The software also may
be distributed over network coupled computer systems so that
the software is stored and executed in a distributed fashion. In
particular, the software and data may be stored by one or more
computer readable recording mediums.

The computer readable recording medium may include any
data storage device that can store data which can be thereafter
read by a computer system or processing device. Examples of
the computer readable recording medium include read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM),
CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data
storage devices. Also, functional programs, codes, and code
segments for accomplishing the example embodiments dis-
closed herein can be easily construed by programmers skilled
in the art to which the embodiments pertain based on and
using the flow diagrams and block diagrams of the figures and
their corresponding descriptions as provided herein.

According to example embodiments of the present inven-
tion, a system for simultaneously identifying a plurality of HF
tags may adopt configurations for on/off control of a carrier
wave, control of a transmission output level and control of
operations of a wait mode and a sleep mode, and employ a
subcarrier digital demodulation unit, thereby simultaneously
identifying a plurality of stacked tags at a high speed as
compared with a conventional HF RFID system based on an
ASK mode.

A number of examples have been described above. Never-
theless, it should be understood that various modifications
may be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved
if the described techniques are performed in a different order
and/or if components in a described system, architecture,
device, or circuit are combined in a different manner and/or
replaced or supplemented by other components or their
equivalents. Accordingly, other implementations are within
the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A high-frequency (HF) tag comprising:

an analog circuit unit to communicate with a reader

through an analog signal and to receive energy via mag-
netic coupling with a reader; and

a digital circuit unit to be supplied with power from the

analog circuit unit,

wherein the digital circuit unit supports a sleep mode for

the tag to stand by in a low power state after transmitting
an identifier (ID) to the reader and a wait mode for
controlling random access to the reader;

wherein the digital circuit unit comprises:

an encoder to encode a reply message to a reader com-

mand;

a decoder to receive an input of the reader command from

the analog circuit unit and to extract information;
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a protocol processing unit to process inventory and access

protocols;

a tag state controller to comprise a wait mode controller, a

sleep mode controller, and a tag state transition unit; and

a memory to store the ID; and

wherein

the sleep mode controller controls the tag to transition to

the sleep mode when a reader command needed for the
inventory protocol is received in an acknowledged mode
and

the wait mode controller controls the tag in the sleep mode

to transition to the wait mode using a carrier wave.

2. The HF tag of claim 1, wherein the analog circuit unit
comprises:

atransmission unit to receive an input of an encoded signal

from the digital circuit unit and to transmit the encoded
signal to the reader via amplitude-shift keying (ASK)
modulation using load modulation;

a rectifier and power supply unit to receive a carrier wave

transmitted from the reader and to generate own power;
an initialization unit to initialize an internal operation of
the tag in the wait mode of the tag; and

areception unit to receive a command transmitted from the

reader and to conduct ASK demodulation.

3. The HF tag of claim 1, wherein the sleep mode controller
blocks supply of power and a clock to all blocks, excluding
the rectifier and power source unit and the initialization unit,
in the sleep mode.
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4. The HF tag of claim 1, wherein the wait mode controller
initializes all operations of the tag using a reset signal in the
wait mode.

5. The HF tag of claim 1, wherein:

the wait mode controller controls a first random access

mode and a second random access mode using an inter-
nal parameter and a preset waiting time, and

the internal parameter and the preset waiting time are

changed using a reserved reader command.

6. The HF tag of claim 5, wherein the wait mode controller
generates a random sequence based on the internal parameter
in the first random access mode, selects any one random value
from the generated random sequence, and controls the tag to
transition to a ready mode after discounting the random value
to 0.

7. The HF tag of claim 5, wherein the wait mode controller
randomly selects one of 0 and 1 with the internal parameter
fixed to 1, controls the tag to transition to a ready mode when
0 is selected, and reselects one of 0 and 1 after a wait for the
preset waiting time when 1 is selected in the second random
access mode.

8. The HF tag of claim 5, wherein the tag in a ready mode
increases an error count by one when the reader command is
not received for the preset waiting time or when a valid reader
command is not received even after a plurality of rounds, and
controls a tag state so as to transition to the wait mode when
the error count is a preset value or higher.
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